Annick Bureaud*
Interview avec Fred Forest**

This conversation about Vilém Flusser, between new media art critic Annick Bureaud and media
artist Fred Forest, took place in Paris on December 22, 2008. Forest is a pioneer of video, media
and network art whose actions and interventions establish pauses and disruptions in the usual
flow of communication. His works are frequently critical, often humorous and on occasion
insolent. Forest also writes and theorizes his own artistic creations besides maintaining a constant
dialogue with philosophers and theorists. Flusser was one of those with whom intellectual
exchange was always densely rich, productive and collaborative. In this interview, Forest speaks
about some of his video projects developed with Flusser, as well as his news media and public
interventions in the 1973 Sio Paulo Bienal, for which Flusser served as curator. Bureaud and
Forest’s conversation bring to life the energy and more human, intersubjective exchanges that
characterized the Forest-Flusser friendship, and which are seminal to both artistic creation and
intellectual thought. Bureaud insightfully points out that unfortunately such vivid encounters are
rarely found in scholatly research and in the history of art. In the hands of Forest and Flusser
though, often overlooked gestures, shared for instance in a seemingly banal conversation on a
summer afternoon or on a subway ride in Paris, become fully meaningful.
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