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The recent discovery of a new species of insects of the order Hymenoptera

is remarkabie both for the insect itself and for the way it was discovered. The
insect stores printed information in the collective memory of its hive, and it

was discovered sitting on the brain of a writers. Of course: scientific progress
has accustomed us to take new discoveries in our stride without payiﬁg much atten=-
tion to theﬁ. 5till: this one should be noticede.

; Althcﬁgh the classification of Bibliophagus convictus does pose a few taxo=
nomic problems, it is undoubtedly a kind of bee, and it could be mistaken for one,
fwere it not for its unusual antennae., When not feeding or éommunicating, it wraps
itself up in those antennae, and it will then look like a bit of dirt to be brushed
,éway while reading. Which explains why it has escaped attention for so long. (The
feader unfémiliar with the biology of hymenoptera in general, and of bees in parti-
cular, should consult the article on "Insects'" in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, wher
Inowever Bibliophagus convictus is nrot yet mentiomed.) One particularity of that
species is that it feeds exclusively on printed matter: when offered a manuscript
Er a teletext, it wili refuse ite Another particularity is that it will refuse to
,eét any text which had been eaten by ancther Bibliophagus beforé, even if that text
were eaten in an altogether different edition or even in a different'language. The
physiological explanation for this oddity is this; |
“ After having devoured a paragraph of a text, (Biblibphagus never eats singlé
‘lines or entire pages), the insect chews on it., Its mouth secretes an enzyme called
Meriticase", which reacts with the printer's ink to form an acidicalled "informasish.
The morcel is then rolled over and over again in the insect's mouth, until it forms
é ball which is vomited into the mouth of another Ribliophaguse. There the process
of criticase secretion, informasis formation and mouth-tomouth transmission is re-
 paate&$ unt11 all the members of the hive have chewed upon this paftlcular bit of
‘informasis. Then a messanger, (called the '"mediator"), is sent to the next hive
with the bit of informasis in his mouth, and thus a chain is formed wblch links
fall the Bibliophagi hives in the worlda

: During this proceés. barts of the informasis chewed are swallagd, enter the
digestive apparatus and are processed 1n the typical insect fashion, (much as 1f
fhey were Dollen). In the queen, however, they penetrate the ovaries and infil-
trate the genetic 1nformqt10n. Thus each new text devoured Wlll result in a nmu-
tation of the entire speciesy be it devoured by any insect whatsoever. This is

why any "second reading'" will result in cancerous growth within the genetic matter:
:"redundency". Which poses a problem: quotations from old texts in new ones endang-
‘er the species, they threaten degeneration. _

But this is not the most series danger for the species' survival, Statistics
éhow that the‘growth of Bibliophagus population exceeds the growth of prlnted texts
':insptte of the present text inflation. If one prolongs the two curves into the
Lnext %wemty years, one can spe that the species is approaching extinction, for lack

of food. First cases of Bibiophagus cannibalism, (a sure symptom for species ex-
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tinction), have in fact been obserVed. However, there are symptoms which point
td the SPeC1es' capaclty to adapt to that adverse situations
A rather obscure writer was found dead in his apaftment, all the evidence
001ntlng to SLlClde by poison. But the police was intrigued by the fact that the
dead man had written an article against suicide, and that the article was found
iﬁing in manuscript beside the bodye It ordered an autopsy whick showed'aﬁ anomaly
in the braiﬁ, which, when examined, revealed a living Bibliophagus. This is how
the species was discovereds It soon became obvious that the poison which had kille
the man was informasis, which the insect went on secretinge The cuestion which the
police had to élear up was how the insect had got into the brain, and it.was solved
when it was found that the victim had gone through a skull trepanation. The surgeo:
who had performed the operation told the police, (rather reluctantly), that there
vere no clinical justifications for doing the trepanning: the patient had asked for
it, and he had offered a considerable amount of money. The only reasonable expla-
nation was that the insect has somehow convinced the men to have his skull opened
in order to permit Bibliogmgus to enter the brain. This ex vlanation was shown te
be corregct after further investigation:
It was shown that fortuitous skull trepanation was not an isolated case,
“but part of an epldemvc which spread from Manhattan to London and Paris, having
;at present the rranfuru book fair for its center. Most of the trepanation subjects
refused to testify, untll one was found who agreed to tell the story. re'is'a cath~
olic theologian of those who qaestlon the offiecial Church p031t10a. On readvng his
tBlble he Ha* come upon . a Blbllophagus walking along the line in thp.text ‘which says
'that it is not gooo for man to be alone; and the insect was qu_te obv1ously 51gnal—
fllng to him w1th its antennae. The theologzan is versed 1n de01pher1ng dlfflcult
godes like Chaldcan and Ugarltlc notations, and he was thus capable of decoalng the
.ﬁﬁé gestures of Blbllcnhagus. A dialogue between himself and the 1nsect was this
testabllshed, the man mwmlcklng the antennae motlons with bis fwnger tvps, whlch led
fto the skull trepanatlon and to the insedt's belng 1mplanted. The . mén refused to
‘dlsclose the contents oz the dialogue for two incongruous reasons-,on the: one hand

uhe_claxmed that his entlre ‘testimony was not really his own but JlbllOphaEUS/, on th

{other hand he insisted in saylng “the devil"” instead of Blblxmhagus. The man is now

tcommltted to an asylum¢ ;
- gfw furtner lmportant step in that 1nvest1gat10n has rade when it was

Efound that there is an lntlmdte similarity between the curve of Blbllopagus' po=
fnulat¢on grawtﬂ and the curve ¢f the trepanation epldemlc. Computers have calcul-
fated that thls curve 31mllar1ty being due to chance has a probablllty of one to
;fifteen thousonda We thup have to assume as a working hvnotn651s that the epldemiec

ﬁis a svmntozy*cr the speslea Bibliophagus'! attempt to survive by 1ncrement1ng text.

_nroductlon ln wrlters. And this hypothesis may throw a new lwght on the present
;cultural 31tuat10n, by eynlainlng why so many new texts are beln prmnted at present
Prlnting texts is no longer a useful thing to do- there are better ways

"tc dlstrlbutjlln*ormat;on. Alphabetlcally coded texts are more easy to distribute
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and to store as teletexts than as printed matter. The alphabet itself is no
longer a useful code, and digital codes are more efficients And if it comes
to articﬁlaté} to distribute and to store information of a more compléx order,
audio=-visual images like videos or sythetic computer images are better suited
then linear notations. Thus the fact that texts continue to be printed, (and
their number is increasihg), presents a mystery, unless we explain it by the
active presence of Bibliophagus within the printing processe.

It is however not sufficient to suppose that writers of printable manus-
cripts and printers themselves are carriers of Bibliophagi. It must bé admit-
ted that BibliOphégus distribution is much wider. The faét that the uséless-
ness of printing isvso rarely discussed amounts to a cohspiracy to silence the
problem, and this conspikacy points to widespread infection of society by in-
formasis. It may even be held that the so-called developped! countries tend
toward a situation where each and every brain will contain a Bibiiophagus. And
that this trend goes undiscovered due to informasis secretion. Systematic blood
tests of the entire population to measure informasis cdntents is required.

The problem of parasitism will become central to future analfsis of cult«
ure. At first sight, the symbiosis "homo sapiens-Bibliophagus convictﬁs” looks
like a case of an insect parasitizing the human bodye  This will not stand in-
vestigation. A better interpretation of this phenomeﬂon is this: The printing
press was invented with the purpose to feed Bibliophagus, Gutenberg's being the
first bréin which had a Bibliophagus implanted, and all the subseguent writers .
and printers being inspired by the Bibliophagus secretion. It thus appears that
the entire Modern literature is a case of human mind parasitizing an ¥nsect. It
should be borne in mind however that this interpretation itself was inspired bj“

a Bibliophagus implanted within the brain of the present writere.
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