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' Vilem Fluscers v .
. , What if? . '
A series of scenmarios in searcﬁ?images. -
(1) Supposa thate (First scenario) - '

' Suppose that = terroriet (with his machine gun) is runﬁing through® the
_1aqﬁoape. Is he not- running toward his future? And suppose that a futurolo-:
gist (with his computer) is caloulating the terrorist's progress. Is he not
caloulating how fhe-terroriat_approachea~tha present?. Now suppose that thoaeal
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. two ourvéh, {the one in tho landsocape and the one on the computer screon)i"meefz
what will happen? ”ha terrorist will jump out from the landscape and out of - °
the screen. and he. will ki1l the futurologist saylng: "I had to, because’ tho?dian
vas standing on my way towayd the future's. And the futurologist, could’ he;stiil*
‘speak,’ uould says “This 15 a probability which I took into account during my:oa1~*

]
i
t
|

culations", ¥hat we have ‘here 16 a knot: two curves, (which may be one and-the’ . -
pame), have tangleds . The knot may be ¢alled "dinlectics of freedom". and it;may
be untangleds ' ‘ ' L

The -terrorist runs into the future, the futurologist sits in the present-
and waits for the future to present itselfs It looks as if the terroriat were an-
"actor's he does something about the futurey and as if the fubturologist were a
“gpectator's he looks at the future. -But this is not so: the futurologist!s vie
sion, (his “theory"). may become a sceénarlo, it may be projected into the future,
and {1t may change it, But of course: we have a feeling that those are not sdentie
cal futures. The terrorietls future feels like a challenge; and the futurologist's
1ike a suppositions History has familiariked us with the torrorist's future. Lot
us consider the futurologogiat'e future: .

Ii:&ogka Jike a field of possibilities which surrounds the present, and.as.
if the present acted 1ike & magnott it attracts some possibilities and renders them
real%{tpiesent). Sti11: a field theory of the future, (similer to the magnetie
field theory), is difficult to imagine., The futvme possibilities do not behave
like iron shavings: they may recede from the present to become impossibilitiosn,
they may bundle, they may ¢ancel each other out, and as some of them approaoh :
the present, they change into near realitiéss Iron shavings cannot perform such 1
ontological somersaults, The field of Future poasibilities behaves more 1like g
congress_of ghosts which materislize and de-materializge than like a magneticyfield.
and the reason is that we do not have a theoretic§; distance toward them: the poas

.pible terrorist may kill uBe AS long as ve do not possess a metephysical.craney,
futurology will not become a hard solence,

~ But it can measure the future by supposing that a poasib;lity becomes the ’
moro probable the nearer it approaches the presents Proximity used asa measur1n33
rod permite to organize the swarm of possibilltles into curves which converga, die]
verge, oross, bundle: it ‘permits scenarios of various degrees of probability to
be computed, Those soenarios, as they appoar on the ‘soreeny may be rendered ever:|
more probable by progressive 1ntroduction of over more ourves, and the margin of
error can be calculated ever more exactlye Those ever more probable soenarios
may then be used &s models for a manipulation of the field of the futures
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T If we consider those highly probable scenarids, (those ;I;Ei£¥1ona S
of the future). we -shudder, (ghost stories have thiseffect)s What does "pro- .
ximity" mean? - Clooe to where.I am standing? - But I am not alone, thero are ow ... |
thers around mes 1IB a possibiliuy less probably bacause it approaohes ‘my heighe-
bob, but .not the plaoe where I am standing? If the scenarios ara to bo' meaninge
‘fuly the category "proximity" must inclunde love of ona's neighbor, Of goursey
it does so, ng future those scénarios suppose is one common to. everybodys A
durious future indeed! it 45 not limited by ny death, nor Ly the deﬁth'of.an§~y
body elsés it is-a gray, limitless future, and it becomes the grayer and-the
mora exténded-the better-it is bqlculatada‘-x cannot recognize myself nor anys: - .
body alee within suck a future, Lo : "'
' "And there is a further reason uhy we shuddere. The better that 61mu- -
- lated, future is calculated, the more probable it becomes, and this renders. At
undigqq}iblgs ‘Kan §8 an animal which feeds on ;mprobabilzties_and he swallows.
theh\ln'ordér to make them possibles The future of futurology makeéius-vomit.~~
This is not the way how to suppose the future: ome where we cannot reoognizqr,i
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ourselves nor our beloved ones, and one which we cannot ewallow, R AL

This 6 why the scenarios heie submitted to possible image makers‘“’h:
uill suppose a different sort of futures A highly 1mprobah1e one, but one whaxe
we may recqgnize ourselves, one from which death has not been eliminateds An -,

adventurous future. -0f coursei those scenarios will resemble the futurologist

-7 more than they will the terrorisi, betause they will suppose a future which is

' edventurousf one that approaches, ("ad~venire"), The terrorist is no adventurs.
ert he does not suppose a future that approaches, but is committed to advan&ihg
into i¢, 8till: those scenarios will feel mors like the terroristts. than the
futurologist's future, This 485 the reason whys 4

' The - scenarios promise adventures, which iz a way to say that they :
want to provoke curiositye Curiosity is the impcessible wish to jump from the -
present into the futures This is impossible, of course: wherever I am, there .
is.the present, But if curlosity is the motive which stands behind those Beew
- narios, then they do what the terrorist doess they try to run into the futures .’
Wwhich they know they cannet do. The whole thing is an impossible; unreason=
adle ‘endeavors Which is to say that the whole'thipg should rather be imagined
than erticulated through reasomable discourse, The sheets of paper covéred _
with letters ordered into lines which you are holéing in your hand are theree- .
fore not really a text, but a ﬁre-text for imoge makings But how thosa 1mages‘
are to look like, (for instence the image of vhat 1 Just have written)y I: can=
not imagine, This series of scenarios is a provocation for creative imagine -
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